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AUSTRALIAN

HYMENOPTERA CHALCIDOIDEA—XIII.*

The Family Agaonidae with Descriptions of Four New Genera, Six New Species r

and One New Variety.

By A. A. Girault.

Family AGAONIDtE.

Subfamily AQAONIN^E.

Genus BLASTOPHAGA Gravenhorst.

1. BLASTOPHAGA INSULARIS new species. Female.

Length, 1.40 mm., exclusive of ovipositor.

This species runs to Idames Walker of the Idarnina? but the scutellum without grooved

lines, subquadrate and flat but the lateral margins carinated, concave and the others concave

to some extent; axilla? very widely separated. Parapsidal furrows complete, narrow. Post-

marginal vein about the length of the long and slender stigmal which runs nearly directly

caudad. Exserted part of the ovipositor a little longer than the abdomen. Mandibles

bidentate; antenna? 11 -jointed, without a ring-joint, the third joint prolonged into a submem-

braneous sheath, acute at tip, which surrounds the second funicle joint which is shortest yet

longer than wide and subecjual to the first which appears to be membraneous. Scape dilated,

beneath with a tubercle-like tooth at proximal third. Joints of antennae beyond the second with

numerous, flattened glume-like seta? which project beyond the apex of each. Fore and hind

legs swollen. Head quadrate. Middle club joint shortest, much wider than long, club 3 longest^

somewhat longer than wide, with a minute terminal nipple.

Brown, the wings hyaline, the legs concolorous except the tarsi which are yellow;

funicle and club black, the scape (also pedicel) yellowish brown. Fore and hind tibia? very

short, much shorter than their femora or tarsi.

Habitat: Thursday Island, Torres Strait, Queensland. Forest, March 12, 1912.

Type: No. Hy 3861, Queensland Museum, Brisbane, the female on a slide.

Genus PLEISTODONTES Saunders.

This genus is characterised by the very long head which is two and a half times longer

than wide. Head oblong, or very long, from two and a half to three times as long as wider

the facial channel narrow; mandibles at apex bidentate; antenna? 11-jointed; the first funicle

joint with a distinct process; marginal, stigmal and postmarginal veins fully developed.

In the male the thorax is trape2oidal in outline; the antenna? 6-jointed with three ring-

joints; the cephalic tarsi 5-jointed. Body somewhat narrow. The cephalic tarsus not reposing

in a sulcus at the tip of the front tibia. Basal part of antenna? not enclosed in a canal.

* Contribution No. 36, Entomological Laboratory, Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations,.

Bundaberg, Queensland.
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1. PLEISTODONTES IMPERIALIS Saunders. Genotype.

Habitat: Australia. Fruit of Ficus maeropliylla.

2. PLEISTODONTES NIGRIVENTRIS new species. Female.

Length, 2.20 mm., excluding ovipositor which is exserted for a length about equal to

that of the abdomen. Head not quite twice longer than wide. Postmarginal vein longer than

the stigmal, the latter long.

Orange yellow, the posterior margin of the head, flagellum, all of abdomen except at

base, an hourglass-shaped marking down meson of pronotum and cephalic part of scutum (a

smaller end cephalad; shaped like an inverted eggcup), a stripe across apex of thorax (about

apex of scutellum), the tegulae and a dot in a line longitudinally with them, cephalad (opposite

the apex of the eggcup-shaped marking), jet black; also the valves of the ovipositor.

Mandibles bidentate at apex (but 5-dentate), the antennae 11-jointed without a ring-joint, the

scape hemispherically dilated (foliaceously). Third and fourth funicle joints subequal, longest,

Jonger than the pedicel which is subequal to the distal funicle joint. Postmarginal vein

longer than either marginal or stigmal, the latter shortest. Wings hyaline. Body glabrous.

Pedicel wider than long; funicle 1 with the process which encloses 2, the latter longer than

wide.

Habitat: Mount Tambourine (type), Queensland and Tweed Eiver, New South Wales.

Type : No. Hy 3360, Queensland Museum, Brisbane, the female on a tag, the head on

a slide.

CEKATOSOLENSIA new genus.

Female:—Agreeing with Ceratosolens Mayr but the antennae are only 10-jointed, the

club 2-jointed, the last two funicle joints wider than long, no ring-joints; first funicle joint with

a sheath-like process. Mandibles bidentate, the appendage serrate. Marginal, stigmal and

postmarginal veins subequal. Spiracular fovea long, gougelike. Head somewhat longer than

wide, without a tubercle. Ovipositor as long as the thorax and abdomen together.

Male:—Differing from Ceratosolens in that the antennae are only 4-jointed. Mandibles

strongly bidentate.

Type: The following species.

1. CERATOSOLENSIA FICOPHAGA new species.

Female:—Length, 1.60 mm. Fore wings very broad.

Shining black, the distal third of the abdomen and the head suffused with brown. Wings

hyaline. Legs yellow, the antennae brownish, the scape and pedicel darker. Fourth funicle

joint longest. Body glabrous. Parapsidal furrows subobsolete caudad. Vertex and center

of face yellowish. Pronotum pubescent. Intermediate femur dusky centrally.

Male:—Length, about 3 mm. Apterous and normal for the subfamily.

Bieh yellow, the head chestnut brown, the pronotum brownish. Antennae and legs eon-

colorous with the head and body respectively but the former with extreme tip pale yellow;

the antenna? lie for nearly their entire length in what appears to be a closed canal; the first

joint is stout, the second shortest, subequal in width to the two following, the third longest

but not much longer than the fourth and last which is somewhat longer than the first; the

second joint is only about two thirds the length of the first. Types re-examined.

Described from several dozen specimens of each sex taken from a partly ripe fig, jungle,

September 18, 1912. Also in January.
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A number of male Sycophagines were also present and both sexes of the Idarnomorpha

described elsewhere.

Habitat: Gordonvale (Cairns), Queensland.

Types: No. Hy3362, Queensland Museum, Brisbane, two of the above females tag-

mounted (two pins).

PARACERATOSOLEN new genus.

Female:—Like Ceratosolensia Girault but the ovipositor not exserted, the scutellum

with two grooved lines, the parapsidal furrows complete, distinct. Stigmal vein subequal to

the marginal, the postmarginal somewhat longer than either, all well developed. Abdominal

spiracle gougelike. Otherwise agreeing in detail but the antennae with one more joint.

1. PERACERATOSOLEN LATIPENNIS new species. Genotype.

Female :—Length, 1.30 mm.

Shining black, the wings hyaline, the venation black; legs, scape and pedicel (except

at base) golden yellow; club rather whitish. Scutellum and base of abdomen dorsad, suffused

with orange. Under sides and venter of thorax more or less golden yellow. Body glabrous.

Amennaa 11-jointed, the club distinctly 2-jointed, no ring-joint; joints 5 and 6 of funicle

longest, 1 and 2 shortest, 1 with the appendage, 3 twice the length of 2, 7 much longer than

wide, nearly as long as 6. Scape swollen, subacutely emarginate along central edge near apex.

Pedicel rather thick, subequal to funicle 5.

From two specimens from the same fig with Fliilotrypesis silvensis, taken in jungle,

January 21, 1914 (A. P. Dodd).

Habitat: Gordouvale (Cairns), Queensland.

Type: No. Hy3363, Queensland Museum, Brisbane, one female on a tag, the head on a

slide.

A. PARACERATOSOLEN LATIPENNIS LONGICLAVUS new variety.

Female:—Length, 1.30 mm.

The same as the preceding but the scutellum is concolorous, the venter of abdomen

distad golden yellow, the club black like the rest of the antennae; characterised by the antennal

club which is somewhat longer, more or less equal to the distal two funicle joints united (shorter

in latipennis) and the two club joints are subequal (whereas in latipennis, the distal joint is

short, distinctly shorter than the proximal).

Described from one female, taken in jungle, April 27, 1913. One antenna on this female

had the distal club joint short as in latipennis type yet the club was as long as that of the

other antenna. Locality same as the typical form.

NEOCERATOSOLENS new genus.

Female:—Antenna* 10-jointed, the club 3-jointed; first funicle joint with a sheath-like

process; scape greatly flattened. Head much longer than wide, one and a half times longer than

wide, with a deep median channel. Postmarginal vein subequal to marginal, each a little longer

than the stigmal. Ovipositor extruded for two thirds the length of the abdomen. Head, thorax

and abdomen subequal in length. Pronotum quadrate, somewhat longer than the scutum which

is subequal to the scutellum. Parapsidal furrows absent. Hind tibiae wider than long, smaller

than the hind coxa, the single spur stout and with a distinct notch (fork) at tip; the whole

resembling somewhat a wrench. Body highly polished but with very minute punctures here

and there. No ring-joint.
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1. NEOCERATOSOLENS NITENS new species. Genotype.

Female:—Length, 3.75 mm., excluding ovipositor.

Black, the ventral surface, legs, scape, pedicel and funicle 1 rich yellowish brown; wings

hyaline. Pedicel quadrate, funicle 1 smallest, joints 2-5 subequal, each obconic, each somewhat

longer than the club joints and about one and a third times longer than wide at apex. Flagellum

gradually thickening distad.

From one specimen taken in the jungle, February 14, 1914 (A. P. Dodd).

Habitat : Babinda, Queensland.

Type: No. Hy3S64, Queensland Museum, Brisbane, one female on a tag, the head on a

slide.

KRADIBIELLA new genus.

Female:—Apterous. Head somewhat longer than wide, the antenna? inserted at the

mouth, 10-jointed, the scape greatly flattened and dilated, the first funicle joint with a horn-

like process from its base, which also resembles somewhat a thumb bent backward, the club

3-jointed, no ring-joints. Mandibles bidentate, the outer tooth much the larger. Head with

a deep, long median groove. Form short and stout, the abdomen short, the ovipositor extruded

for less than its length. Middle legs slender but not long. Scutellum longer than wide,

flattened. Parapsidal furrows absent; propodeum not very definite. Front tibiae very short

like an elbow between the thick femur and the much longer tarsi.

1. KRADIBIELLA NIGRICORPUS new species. Genotype.

Female:—Length, 0.65 mm.

Polished black, the knees, tibia? and tarsi whitish. Pedicel longer than wide, a little

longer than any funicle joint of which the first is shortest but a little longer than wide;

funicle 1 narrower than the others, 5 next shortest, 2-4 subequal; club conical, not as long as

the funicle.

From one female captured in jungle, July 13, 1913.

Habitat: Harvey's Creek (Cairns), Queensland.

Type: No. Hy3865, Queensland Museum, Brisbane, one female on a tag, the head on a

slide.


